
“Tropics of violence” is the sixth book of a 
French writer , Nathacha Appanah. In this 
book she speaks about emigration and its 
consequences on the young people on the 
island of Mayotte, more precisely in the 
neighbourhood of Gaza. Her book is selected
for the Goncourt Price and also the Medicis 
Price. 

Why Mayotte ? 
  Nathacha Appanah lived in Mayotte for two 
years, from 2008 to 2010. She went back in 2015,
and she discovered Gaza.  Her book is composed 
of witness statements, through them she describes
an unexpected hell in a tropical paradise  This is 
what we found in her title « Tropics of Violence »
which is a simple title but a striking one. 

Strong emotions.  
  In this book we discovered the difficult life for 
the teenagers who didn't have any family, as 
Nathacha Appanah explains :

“In this world, when a teenager ends up alone, he 
has to find a gang.” like Moise .“Cling to the first 
branch you can find.”, a famous quote from the 
book.

Nathacha Appanah touches us with the story of 
this young man Moise. In fact, we explore his life
from his birth to his death. Starting from the story
of Moise, the writer shows everyone's attitude 
facing  poverty. Indeed, she shows us this misery 
through multiple visions of different people who 
come from different backgrounds.

   A denunciation. 
    To continue she also shows us a universe which 
we didn't have any idea of. 

    Of course , when we speak about Mayotte, this 
lovely French island, we couldn't imagine something 
like that could happen. Moreover we always think 
about a tropical paradise, but it's not! 
Mayotte is France but it does not interest anyone. 
We face real misery in a country where it is hot and 
lovely. This is the situation described in the book.

   As a conclusion, we hope that this book will raise 
awareness on the fact that a paradise on earth can 
hide something terrible… Now, do you think that if 
you go to an idyllic  place like this one, you are going
to think about what 's going on behind the scenes? 
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